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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PEOR, HU 

SUBJ: HUNGARIAN MEDIA COMMENTARY ON EFFECTS OF DETENTE 

1 . OCTOBER 23 EDITION HSWP DAILY NEPSZABADSAG CARRIES 
MAJOR ARTICLE BY PROMINENT AND AUTHORITATIVE POLITICAL 
EDITOR EERENC VARNAI ENTITLED QUOTE WHO BENEFITS FROM 
DETENTE UNQUOTE. ALTHOUGH ARTICLE OSTENSIBLY ADDRESSED 
TO QUOTE MAOIST LEADERS ACCUSING SOCIALIST COUNTRIES OF 
BEING TAKEN IN BY COLLABORATION WITH CAPITALIST COUNTRIES 
AND THUS GIVING UP THEIR PRINCIPLES AND CLASS STRUGGLE 
UNQUOTE COMMENTS ALSO APPEAR TO BE DIRECTED FOR INTERNAL 
CONSUMPTION, PRESUMABLY TO THOSE WHO OPPOSE DETENTE IN 
HUNGARY. 

2. VARNAI'S MAIN POINT IS THAT NORMALIZATION OF 
SOVIET-AMERICAN RELATIONS AND SETTLEMENT OF THE GERMAN 
QUESTION HAVE IMPROVED CONDITIONS FOR ADVANCES BY QUOTE 
PROGRESSIVE AND PEACEEUL FORCES UNQUOTE THROUGHOUT 
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EUROPE. VARNAI CITES SEVERAL EXAMPLES. IN PORTUGAL 
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THE COMMUNIST PARTY HAS BEEN LEGALIZED, IS IN THE 
GOVERNMENT, AND A RIGHT-WING ATTEMPTED COUP HAS BEEN 
DEEEATED. IN GREECE THE MILITARY JUNTA HAS FALLEN, THE 
CIVILIAN GOVERNMENT HAS HAD TO INCLUDE LEFTIST ELEMENTS, 
AND THE COMMUNIST PARTY IS LEGALIZED. IN CYPRUS THE 
FEARED CONVERSION TO A NATO BASE HAS NOT COME ABOUT 
AND THE CIVILIAN GOVERNMENT IS FUNCTIONING. IN ITALY 
THE COMMUNIST PARTY HAS TO BE CONSULTED AND MAY EVEN 
HAVE TO BE INCLUDED IN THE GOVERNMENT AND IN SPAIN THE 
LEFTIST PARTIES ARE COLLABORATING AND ORGANIZING 
THEMSELVES FOR THE POST-FRANCO PERIOD. 

3. VARNAI ASSERTS THAT IN THE PRE-DETENTE DAYS NATO 
WOULD HAVE INTERVENED TO THWART ALL THESE DEVELOPMENTS 
BUT THE CHANGE IN THE ATMOSPHERE OF EAST- WEST RELATIONS 
HAS MADE THIS IMPOSSIBLE. 

4. ARTICLE CONCLUDES STATING THESE EVENTS SERVE AS 
PROOF THAT PEACEFUL CO-EXISTENCE EMPHATICALLY DOES 
NOT LEAD TO PRESERVATION OF THE STATUS QUO, CESSATION 
OF THE CLASS STRUGGLE OR REDUCTION OF THE CONTEST 
BETWEEN SOCIALISM AND CAPITALISM. RATHER, VARNAI 
STATES, DETENTE WHILE ASSURING CONDITIONS OF PEACE 
HELPS TO PROMOTE THE REVOLUTIONARY PROCESS AND THE 
STRUGGLE OF LEFTISTS FORCES. 

5. COMMENT: VARNAI IS UNUSUALLY GIFTED IN TWISTING 
THE INTERPRETATION OF WORLD EVENTS INTO A SIMPLE 
OVERALL PICTURE DESIGNED TO ATTRIBUTE DEVELOPMENTS 
SEEN AS FAVORABLE TO THE SOCIALIST CAMP TO THE 
SUCCESSFUL FOREIGN POLICIES OF THE SOVIET UNION. 

THIS IS PARTICULARLY NOTABLE IN THE CASE OF CYPRUS 
WHERE FIRST THE AIR WAS FILLED WITH ALL SORTS OF 
DIRE PREDICTIONS ABOUT ALLEGED NATO PLANS AND NOW 
THAT THEY ARE PROVEN WRONG THE ACTUAL SITUATION IS 
ATTRIBUTED TO THE SUCCESS OF SOCIALIST DETENTE POLICY. 

6. WHILE VARNAI PROVIDES A GOOD EXAMPLE OF HOW MEDIA 
IN HUNGARY INTERPRET EVENTS TO SUIT THE CONCEPTS OF 
THE SO-CALLED UNIFIED SOCIALIST FOREIGN POLICY THE 
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ARTICLE ALSO INDICATES THAT EFFORTS ARE BEING MADE 
TO REASSURE INTERNAL OPPONENTS OF DETENTE THAT THE 
PROCESS DOES NOT THREATEN THE IDEOLOGICAL TENETS OF 
THE PARTY OR THE STABILITY OF THE SOCIALIST ORDER. 

PEDERSEN 



LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 



Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



NNN 



Declassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Attributes 



Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PRESS COMMENTS, FOREIGN RELATIONS, DETENTE, NEWS MEDIA COMMENTS, JOURNALISTS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 23 OCT 1974 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: garlanwa 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974BUDAPE02968 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D740303-0898 
From: BUDAPEST 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t19741025/aaaaaukg.tel 

Line Count: 112 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: garlanwa 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 21 MAY 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <21 MAY 2002 by elyme>; APPROVED <05 JUL 2002 by garlanwa> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 



Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: HUNGARIAN MEDIA COMMENTARY ON EFFECTS OF DETENTE 
TAGS: PFOR, HU, UR, US, (VARNAI, FERENC) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




